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AMB DISCUSSES HUMAN RIGHTS, RIGHT OF OPTION AND 
BEAGLE CHANNEL WITH DEP FONMIN ALLARA 
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SUMMARY : Anticipated fireworks failed to materialize at 

Jan 30 private luncheon with Dep. FonMin Allara at Embassy 
luncheon. My leading questions failed to jar Allara' s 
composure as we discussed human rights and other sensitive 
topics. He asserted that the right of option program is to 
be vigorously carried out by GOA and denied that Massera's 
differences with Videla are significant. END SUMMARY 
1. Missing Nuns and Mothers: Avoiding subleties, I told 

Dep FonMin that consensus in diplomatic corps and among 
private Argentines was that kidnapping of French Nuns and 
Plaza de Mayo M25KE mothers was carried out by a GOA agency. 
There was no outburst from Allara and he said he concluded 
same thing. As an exculpatory note, Allara said probably 
some bumbling low-grade officer was behind kidnapping, for it 

was not an officially approved GOA project. On being asked, 
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agency. I suggested to him that this episode could be 
the straw that breaks the camel's back with regard to 
USG/GOA relations. I emphasized my government's concern 
over lack of progress in the human rights field. His 
response was limited to saying that GOA was trying its 
best but having problems with the meddling of a few 
hard-line military units which he failed to identify. 

2. Jacobo Timerman Case:- When I told Allara- that I had 
been repeatedly advised in the US that Argentina was 
anti-semitic, his stoicism yielded a bit. He became 
defensive, saying that the Jewish community in Argentina 
loved the country. I reminded Allara that when I made 
my rounds to meet members of the Junta, Cabinet members 
and key military leaders, the Timerman case had been 
discussed at length. During these calls I was led to 
form the impression that Timerman would be released 
during the Christmas holidays-which did not take place. 
Congressional interest in this case was heavy and 
increasing. Allara responded that it was his impression 
that a solution to the Timerman case would be reached 
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soon. I told him that this .was more of the "promises 
promises" I had been hearing before, but without action. 
He repeated that a solution would be found soon; perhaps 
Timerman would be released from the P.E.N. and turned 
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over to the judicial system. I said this would be 
"double Jeopardy" since Timerman had been acquitted by a 
military tribunal and it would be seen as an unjudicial 
and unsophisticated act which would give Argentina a 
barbaric image abroad. Allara said he was not privy to 
all details in the Timerman case, but that something was 
. in the wind. 

3. Deutsch, Vogler and Rus Cases: I mentioned., in 

' general -terms, the cases of Deutsch family, Vogler and 
Rus. Allara was familiar with them. I explained, that 
these were high interest cases in the eyes of the USG, . 
Congress and the world. He commented that it was unfor- 
tunate they were all Jewish. He affirmed that he and 
FonMin Montes were sympathetic toward all these cases, 
but could not prevail against the pressure of a few 
military hard-liners. 

4. Right of Option: The topic of the right of option 

seemed to agree with Allara. He immediately took the 
initiative, stating that the GOA could not support its 
current prison population. He said they were ready to 
release as many prisoners as. possible under the right 

of option program and emphasized they wanted more embassies 
to issue certificates (guaranteeing entry into a foreign 
country) so the program could be implemented speedily. . 
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He said FonOff will furnish embassies with any and all 
background info they need on a prisoner. He concluded 
by pleading that all countries accepting right of option 
cases should monitor the activities of these individuals 


at their destinations. Allara said he feared many 
pockets of subversion were being formed in key capitals 
of the world. This he felt could be avoided by surveillance 
on the part of the host country. — 

5. Beagle Straits: Allara prophesied that the Beagle 


Straits differences would be resolved to the satisfaction 
of Chile and Argentina. He displayed no concern over the 
topic. 

6. Times and Post Stories: On being asked if he had read 

recent stories in the New York Times and Washington Post, 
Allara said he was familiar with the contents of both. The 
Times story's thrust was the lack of progress by the GOA in 
the field of human rights. He characterized Juan de Onis , 
author of the Times story, as an arch enemy of Argentina and 
incapable of objectivity. He vigorously denied the Washington 
Post story's contention that Massera and Videla are on the 
point of a split. He. repeated it was widely known that 
Massera had honest differences of opinion with the President, 
and these differences would not merit being called acrimonious 
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current GOA. . . 

.7. COMMENT: Allara proposed that we get together for 

luncheon. He seemed more subdued than usual and I got 
the impression that he was taking soundings of my opinion 
about Admiral Massera as a potential leader. Allara 
impressed me that GOA -is, in fact, ready to move ahead 
to make this program a reality. He offered his full 
personal cooperation on any problem I had to raise with 
the Foreign Office and asked that I call him directly. 

He did his best to leave the impression with me that the 
Argentine Navy offers its full cooperation to the United 
States and, after all, the Foreign Office is Navy 
controlled. 
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